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News & Observer receives honors from design community
Newspaper’s Garner facility receives Merit Award from AIA Triangle

RALEIGH – April 24, 2007 – KlingStubbins was the recipient 

of a Merit Award at this year’s AIA Triangle Design Awards 

reception for their design for the renovation of the News & 

Observer’s Garner facility. The award acknowledges the fi rm’s 

efforts to create a dynamic workspace in an industrial setting. 

The project is the fi rst phase of a long range strategy to 

relocate all of the N&O’s production operations out of 

downtown Raleigh. Located in an anonymous existing 

warehouse space in a fringe industrial area, the renovation 

created new employee offi ce and amenity space for the 

inserting operation. 

KlingStubbins’ Design Principal for the project, Michael Stevenson, AIA, LEED® AP, commented, “The design 

goals were to create an enhanced workplace for the News & Observer employees, refl ect the identity of the 

newspaper within a previously nondescript facility, improve operational effi ciency, and improve employee 

safety, wayfi nding, and comfort.“ 

The design solution uses simple, planar forms and bold colors to be legible within the high-bay industrial space 

dominated by large machinery. Materials were chosen for their compatibility and durability for the industrial 

environment, while the colors complement the primary colors of the inserting machines and other equipment, 

which are the dominant elements within the space. AIA Triangle Jury comments noted the “unique and well 

designed approach for a project type that rarely gets any design consideration.”

The entire project was designed so that all construction could be completed without disrupting the 24/7 

newspaper operations.  

KlingStubbins provides professional services in all major disciplines within the realm of architecture, engineering, 

interiors, planning, and landscape architecture. The fi rm consists of more than 500 professionals in its 

Cambridge, MA; Las Vegas, NV; Philadelphia, PA; Raleigh, NC; San Francisco, CA; and Washington, DC offi ces. 

Its areas of market focus and specialization include Corporate/Commercial, Government, Health Care, Higher 

Education, Hospitality/Entertainment, Institutional/Civic, Mission Critical, and Research and Development. 

KlingStubbins can be found online at www.klingstubbins.com.
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